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DIRECTOR’S NOTE 
Those of you who work with or in state government know that July 1 is a 
significant dateτthe start of the new state fiscal year. For an agency like DEL, 
which conducts much of our business through contracts with external entities, 
July 1 is the date when many of our contracts begin anew. Important work 
including child care resource and referral, training for child care providers, the 
career and wage ladder, and much, much more is done through contracts. 
 
LΩǾŜ ǎŜǘ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ 59[ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŀōƭŜ 
outcomes, so that we know every dollar is being spent wisely and in ways that support children, 
families and early care and education professionals. I look forward to sharing that data as it becomes 
available, to paint the picture of how DEL is working to support a comprehensive statewide early 
learning system. 
 
July is also significant because this month, we at DEL are shifting our structure to better reflect our 
ŎƻǊŜ άŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎέΥ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎΦ όwŜŀŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 
our updated structure on page 2.) 
 
I am thrilled to have Bob Hamilton join DEL as our Deputy Director. Bob brings to the job his passion, 
energy, humor and a sincere belief in the mission of our agency. Learn more about him and his role 
at DEL inside this newsletter.  
 
τBette Hyde, Director 
 

Governor outlines next steps for early learning proposal 
9ƴƎǊƻǎǎŜŘ {ǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ IƻǳǎŜ .ƛƭƭ ннсмΣǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎ ŀ 
Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΦ Lƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎ DǊŜƎƻƛǊŜΩǎ ǾŜǘƻ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ 
section 115 of the bill, she asked the DEL and the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction to 
work together to bring a proposal forward that would ensure all Washington children have the 
benefit of early childhood education.  

 
The Governor has followed up with a more detailed letter to Superintendent 
Randy Dorn and DEL Director Bette Hyde outlining her expectations and 
timeline for this proposal. The two agencies will be working intensively and 
ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ŧƛƴŀƭ 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ōȅ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мΣ нллфΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƛǎ ƻƴ 59[Ωǎ 
Web site at:  
www.del.wa.gov/publications/partnerships/docs/
GovernorEL_Letter060809.pdf.  
 
Watch for more information at: www.del.wa.gov/government/legislature/.  



 

 

 

DEL structure streamlined, updated to reflect core customers 
 

To better reflect our core agency customers, the DEL State Office in Lacey  will be restructured begin-
ning July 15. A high-level snapshot of the organization follows:  

 

Family Partnerships Division, Assistant Director Juliet Morrison. Programs and initiatives to help fami-
lies and parents support healthy child development, including:  

o   Parent education and support 
o   Child Care Resource & Referral 
o  Parent Advisory Group 
o  Quality Rating and Improvement System 

 

Provider Partnerships Division, Assistant Director Lynne Shanafelt. Programs and initiatives to sup-
port providers in offering quality care, including: 

o   Child care licensing policy 
o   Child care subsidies 
o   Negotiated rule making 
o   Collective bargaining for family home child care providers 

 

Children’s Programs is a separate group reporting to Deputy Director Bob Hamilton. Includes programs 
and initiatives most directly targeted at children, including: 

o   ECEAP 
o   Head Start State Collaboration Office 
o   Infant and toddler quality initiatives 
O   Kindergarten assessment process 
o   Washington State Early Learning and Development Benchmarks enhancement 
o   P-3 partnerships 

 

Also reporting to the Deputy Director: the three DEL service areas, which oversee child care licensing 
and some local early learning community partnerships. Child care licensorsτmore than half of our 
staffτremain in field offices around the state. 
 

ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘƛǾŜ ƭƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƘƻǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ 
ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 59[ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ .ŜǘǘŜ IȅŘŜΦ άaŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ Řƻ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎΣ ŦŀƳƛπ
lies AND children. This highlights the need for communication and collaboration among and between 
ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΦέ  
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DEL, CHILD Profile partner to share materials with providers 
²ƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
a great resource to parents. To help licensed child care providers around 
the state in supporting healthy child development, DEL and the Depart-
ment of Health (DOH) are partnering to send development charts for 
infants and toddlers to all licensed child care providers in our state. 
 
The research-ōŀǎŜŘ ά²ŀǘŎƘ ϧ IŜƭǇ aŜ DǊƻǿΗέ ŎƘŀǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ŝŀǎȅ 
ways to help support healthy child development. One chart is for children 
ages birth to 18 months, and another is for kids 18 months to 3 years. The 
ŎƘŀǊǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5hIΩǎ /IL[5 tǊƻŦƛƭŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀƛƭǎ 
these and other child health materials to almost all Washington families 
with children between the ages of birth and 6 years. 
 
We are encouraging providers to post these charts in their facilities, and 
use them to talk with staff and with parents about healthy child development. Federal Child Care and 
Development Fund (CCDF) dollars for infant/toddler quality initiatives helped support this partnership. 
 
To view the charts, visit: 
 
www.doh.wa.gov/cfh/childprofile/documents/devchrtbirth18m.pdf  (birth to 18 months) 
www.doh.wa.gov/cfh/childprofile/documents/devchart18m-3yr.pdf (18 months to 3 years) 
 
Providers may request additional copies of the charts in English or Spanish by e-mailing                   
communications@del.wa.gov or calling 1.866.482.4325 (toll-free).  If you know families who are not 
receiving the CHILD Profile mailings or who want them in Spanish, direct them to call 1.800.322.2588 
or visit www.childprofile.org.  

 
Bob Hamilton joins DEL as deputy director 
Longtime public educator Bob Hamilton has joined DEL as deputy director. 
Hamilton, who was most recently director of assessment, special education and 
school support for the Bremerton School District, had his first day on June 16. He 
will oversee the new Family Partnerships Division, Provider Partnerships division, 
ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ 
 
άaȅ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎ Ŏŀƴ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ 59[ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘπ
ƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊƻǘƻǘȅǇŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣέ 
IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΦ bŜǾŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀȅǎΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ 
ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΦΩέ  
 
Hamilton previously worked in the Highline School District, where he focused on evaluation, research 
and development. He also served as a vice president of Raven Services Corporation. He began his 
career in the Seattle School District. 
 
Hamilton earned his masters of education and doctorate in educational psychology from the University 
of Washington. 
 

Bob Hamilton 

mailto:communications@del.wa.gov
http://www.childprofile.org/
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Upcoming early learning events… 
 

July 9τNational Summer Learning Day 
www.summerlearning.org 
 
July 9τEducation Series: Examining our 
Investment in Early Education 
www.earlylearningcommunity.org/events/ 
 
August 10 and 11τStarting Strong P-3 
Conference 
www.k12.wa.us/EarlyLearning/
StartingStrong.aspx 

 
 
 
 
 

 

DEL to hold public hearings on draft subsidy rules 
DEL is updating all its child care subsidy regulations to ensure they are streamlined, well-organized and easy 
to understand. DEL has issued  proposed revised and new rules for the Working Connections Child Care sub-
sidy program and the Seasonal Child Care subsidy program, and will be holding public hearings to gather 
comments on the proposed rules. 
 
View the proposed rules and related information at: www.del.wa.gov/laws/rules/
WorkingConnections.aspx. The public hearings will be held: 
 

6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 7, at the Tacoma Public Library downtown branch 1102 Tacoma Ave. South, 
main auditorium. 
11 a.m. on Saturday, July 11 at Yakima Child Care Resource & Referral (located at Catholic Family & Child 

Services) 5301 Tieton Drive, Suite C. A Spanish interpreter will be provided for this hearing. 

 

Comments may also be sent in writing by July 18 to rules@del.wa.gov, by fax to 360.413.3482, or by mail to: 

DEL Rules Coordinator, PO BOX 40970, Olympia, WA., 98504-0970. 

DEL delivers report  
on STARS, R&R 
In response to language in the 2008 sup-
plemental state operating budget, DEL has 
delivered to the Governor and Legislature 
a report on child care resource and refer-
ral services and the State Training and 
Registry System (STARS).  
 
The report also includes a brief summary 
ƻŦ άƴŜȄǘ ǎǘŜǇǎέ ŦƻǊ 59[ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ нллф-2011 
biennium. 
 
To save on printing costs, the report is 
available online only:  
www.del.wa.gov/publications/research/
docs/LegReport063009.pdf. 

New online! 
 

Information about the Professional                     
Development Consortium.  

Visit www.del.wa.gov/partnerships/
development/consortium.aspx to read more 
about work to create a comprehensive early 
learning professional development system. 


