Instructions:
Thank you for considering writing a letter of support for Washington’s federal application for preschool funding.  This funding is highly competitive, but if Washington wins, it will provide $70 million over four years to expand high-quality preschool services in our state.  
We’ve learned that letters of support are most effective when they 1) are specific about their support for specific elements that are in the grant application, and 2) include information about how the submitting organization intends to support the work.  To help you craft a letter of support, a template is included below with a few ideas for you to consider.
Although the letter is addressed to Secretary of Education Arne Duncan and Secretary of Health and Human Services Burwell, DEL will be collecting electronic copies of the letters to submit with our application.  Please confirm with DEL that you will be submitting a letter of support and then send an electronic copy of the letter no later than Sept. 30 to ECEAP@del.wa.gov.
Thank you so much for supporting Washington’s work to expand high-quality preschool for all eligible children!


[bookmark: _GoBack]September 30, 2014

The Honorable Arne Duncan 
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Ave SW
Washington DC, 20201

The Honorable Sylvia Mathews Burwell
US Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue SW
Washington DC, 20201

Dear Secretary Duncan and Secretary Burwell, 

On behalf of [Insert Organization Name], this letter extends our strong support of Washington’s application for a Preschool Expansion grant and expresses our commitment to upholding the principles of the grant throughout implementation in this state.  Through ECEAP, our state-funded preschool program, Washington has been providing preschool to low-income children since 1985 and we are dedicated to continuing this work until all eligible children in our state have access to high quality early learning opportunities.  

Washington is committed to building the strongest preschool program possible.  [Insert Organization Name] is supportive of the recent ECEAP expansion that increased both the number of children served, as well as the number of children that were able to access full-day programs.  We understand the importance of quality in preschool, and support the following:

· Honor the legislative commitment to expand ECEAP to reach all eligible children by the 2018-19 school year
· Ensure that all ECEAP programs are high quality as measured by Early Achievers, Washington’s Quality Rating and Improvement System
· Increase access to full day preschool programs
· Continue to support quality improvement efforts, including supporting strong curriculum in every classroom and continuing to strengthen Washington’s technical assistance and training resources

Washington is already moving forward on these reforms and will continue to be ambitious on behalf of young children.  [Organization] is supportive of this effort and prepared to [insert brief statement of commitment]. The Preschool Expansion grant will help Washington get there quicker, but we are confident we will get there.

Thank you for the opportunity to apply for this exciting grant.  Washington is enthusiastic about expanding preschool and we applaud your efforts to help states achieve their educational goals.

Sincerely, 


[Name]
[Title, Organization]
