Early Start Act FAQs		January, 2016

QUESTION: What is the Early Start Act?

ANSWER:
The Early Start Act is purposefully focused on supporting providers whose goal is to serve the most vulnerable population of children and families. The Early Start Act states specific requirements for both new and existing licensed childcare providers and defines resources and supports that DEL, in collaboration with Child Care Aware (CCA) and other state partners, is responsible to organize for childcare providers enrolling in Early Achievers. 

QUESTION:
What are the Early Start Act Early Achievers requirements for existing licensed childcare providers? 

ANSWER:
If you are an existing child care provider serving non school-age children and receiving state subsidy payments your Early Achievers enrollment due date is August 1st, 2016.
1. After you enroll in Early Achievers (by August 1st, 2016) you have one year to complete level 2 Early Achievers activities by partnering with DEL and CCA - by August 1st, 2017.
2. After your level 2 Early Achievers activities are completed (by August 1st, 2017) you have another two and half years to enhance the quality of your services accessing DEL and CCA supports and rate at level 3 or higher by December 31st, 2019.
3. If your rating is below level 3 when you are rated in (or before) December 31st, 2019, CCA and DEL will help you with remedial activities, which will give you an additional 6 months to prepare for re-rating, by June 30, 2020. 
4. You also will be eligible for the Early Achievers rating time extension as an active participant in EA activities  
5. If you will successfully complete all level 2 activities by August 1st, 2017 and are waiting to be rated by the deadline (December 31, 2019), you will continue to receive a state subsidy pending the successful completion of the level 3 rating. 

	Status
	Existing Child Care Provider (serving non school-age children and receiving subsidy payments)

	Enrollment date for Early Achievers
	August 1, 2016

	Date to complete Early Achievers “Level 2 Activities” 
	August 1, 2017

	Date to be rated level 3  or higher in Early Achievers 
	December 31, 2019

	Date to be rated level 3  or higher in Early Achievers (beyond 2019*)
	June 30, 2020


*Providers who fail to reach a level 2 or higher in Early Achievers are expected to work with DEL and CCA to achieve this mandatory goal.

QUESTION:
What are the Early Start Act Early Achievers requirements for newly licensed child care providers who plan to serve children that receive the subsidy? 

ANSWER:
If you are a new child care provider serving non school-age children and planning to receive the state subsidy, you have to enroll in Early Achievers with DEL and CCA support within 30 days of receiving the initial subsidy payment.
1. After enrolling in Early Achievers you have one year to complete level 2 Early Achievers activities by collaborating with DEL and CCA and receiving needed resources and supports.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Your Early Achievers rating is required to be a level 3 or higher within thirty months (2.5 years) of your Early Achievers enrollment. DEL and CCA will continue to offer you resources and supports.
3. If your rating is lower than level 3 after thirty months (2.5 years) of your Early Achievers enrollment, DEL and CCA will help you with remedial activities, which will give you an additional six months to prepare for re-rating. 
4. If you successfully complete all level 2 activities and are to be rated by the deadline, you will continue to receive state subsidy payments pending the successful completion of the level 3 rating activity.
5. You also will be eligible for the Early Achievers rating time extension as an active participant in Early Achievers.	
		Status
	New Child Care Provider (serving non school-age children and planning to receive state subsidy)

	Enrollment date for Early Achievers
	Within 30 days of receiving initial subsidy payment

	Date to complete Early Achievers “Level 2 Activities” 
	1 year after enrollment

	Date to be rated level 3  or higher in Early Achievers 
	At least 30 months (2.5 years) from enrollment

	Date to be rated level 3  or higher in Early Achievers (beyond 2019*)
	Additional 6 months for rerating


*Providers who fail to reach a level 2 or higher in Early Achievers are expected to work with DEL and CCA to achieve this mandatory goal.

You will have ongoing access to the resources and consistent supports that will be provided by the state. If you start to plan your Early Achievers activities at the same time you are preparing to serve children and families who receive the state subsidy, you will have up to 4 years to meet the Early Start Act expectations. If you have any further questions about the Early Start Act or the new requirements regarding subsidy and/or Early Achievers, please visit our DEL webpage (DEL.wa.gov) and search for Early Start Act or go to this direct link:
http://www.del.wa.gov/government/EarlyStartAct/Default.aspx
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